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LIHCQLI?  XII  JXU)IAmi 
C  A  talk  deliver  ad  %  HiXbert  Bennett  before  tiio  Booiwille 
Klumnls  Clxib  at  Boon^ller  Indlana»  I^itagr  3»  1^9) 

1  m&  especially  pleased  and  X  reel  hi£^7  honored  to  baye  the 
privilege  of  talking  to  a  Boonnrilie  oudlenoe  cm  Llnooln  in  Indiana* 

I  em  not  a  Lincoln  aaholar*    I  know  very  little  of  the  details 
of  Llnooln  History*   lihatever  I  laey  oay  will  have  been  gleaned  from 
the  wl tings  of  Wm»  B*  Barton^  Ida  H,  ^arballf  Beaa  Vt  Etaaan,  Br* 
Iiouls  A*  Warren,  Dr.  J*    .  Ilarr,  C*  0*  Vennesst  ytnir  own  Wm*  Fortune 
and  others 

I  an  especially  pleased  to  talk  to  the  best  oltlsens  that  your 
ooisminity  affords «  as  Is  aluays  the  ease  with  a  Kli^anla  Cl^« 

Again  I  an  especially  pleased  to  taHc  to  cltlsena  of  tails 
eaa&amlty  on  ^Lincoln  in  Indiana" «  because  this  ceiirainlty  is  the 
only  oosiianlty  that  raaintstlns  an  organisation  that  annually  honors 
our  great  President  and  his  sainted  mother  on  liie  msnlveraary  of  his 
bir^*   His  birthday  Is  on  tixe  IZth  of  February^  hers  is  on  i).th« 
We  may  well  bo  ocmiei!ioratln@  and  honoring  both* 

As  a  rule  I  m  in  attendaxice  at  those  oerezaonles,  but  this  year 
X  was  out  of  the  State  antd  I  could  not  attend* 

•That  ansiEual  reoo^       in  itself  ieserves  tN>  c«Kmendation  of 
all  who  are  Interested  in       ooi^saeiiioration  of  the  great  man  and  his 
unusual  motter*    I  hope  that  that  praetlgf  »ny  long  continue  and  if 
you  cease  to  oontinue  to  practice  the  fijood  workp  X  hope  that  some 
other  organization  in  tlilt  sectlm  of  our  State  will  carry  on* 

%ousands  and  ^ousands  of  pages  have  been  written  about  Abraham 
Lincoln*   His  life  has  beiMi  diactissed  froa  every  angle  *  his  birth, 
his  ancesteryi  his  parents ,  his  schooling;,  his  education!,  his  rell6lon» 
his  politieai  fl(iicoeas,  hif  death,  in  fact  all  phases  of  Ms  life 
have  been  discussed*   Itany  points  on  v^ich  we  can  all  agree  and  many 
o(^trover3ial  points  have  been  discussed* 


Dr.  Louis  A*  Warren  J  the  greatest  otirrent  authority  on  Lincoln 
hitt>or3r,  says  that  Abraham  Lincoln  is  tho  oiost-vritteh'^bout  pu&3Lie 
figure  in  all  history* 

Or*  Warren  furtiier  says^  "I  do  not  know  of  any  oth©r  rigure  in 
homankindf  except  Biblical  eharaoters,  ii^sportant  enough  to  claim 
the  exclusiye  attention  of  so  inany  scholars.** 

Dr.  H«  G.  wells  J  the  British  Historian*  placed  six  mm  as  ^e 
six  innortals  of  the  world  ciTilisation*    One  of  l^em  m,&  Abraliam 
Lincoln*  the  others  were  Jesua,  the  founder  of  CShristianltyi  Buddha, 
ttie  founder  of  Budahisra|  Aristotle*  the  Greek  PhiXosopheri  Asoka* 
an  Indian  I^Ionarch  and  Roger  Bacon*  the  British  FhllLosopher. 

We  know  tliat  when  a  distinguished,  disinterested  foreigner  of 
the  caliber  of  H.  G.  Wells  places  Lincoln  a)Bong  the  few  really  great 
imaortals  of  all  tiioe,  we  are  very  safe  in  assuming  feat  he  really 
was  a  man  of  unusual  iis^ortanoe  in  the  affairs  0^  manieind*  and 
especially  in  the  affairs  of  this  great  Hepubllc. 

The  Lincoln  faraily  mved  from  ICentuoky  to  -i^imna  In  1(;16»  The 
family  consisted  of  ^orias  Lincoln*  Hanoy  Hank^  Lincoln*  his  wife* 
Sarah  Lincoln*  a  daufjiter,  age  9  and  Abraham  Lincoln*  a  son*  as©  ?• 

Ilrs.  Lincoln  died  in  l8l8«    Thomas  Lincoln  imrried  i^arali  Bush 
Johnson  in  1819.    Sarah  Lincoln  Grigsby  died  in  182S*  tlx©  san&  yeai^ 
that  Abraham  made  his  f ii^st  flat  boat  trip  to  Hew  Orleans  trom 
Rockport. 

Tho  Lincoln  fanily  moved  froia  Spencer  County  to  Illinois  in  iQyx 
I'hich  has  been  written  «f  Lincoln  that  is  false,  iJiisleading  and 
really  daaaglng  to  the  history  of  Indiana.    !iE7ho8e  errors  havo  directed 
so  many  ninds  falsely.    The  ir^ressiozis  Imve  been  rather  common  and 
wide  spread.    It  is  imfortunate  for  young  people  to  get  those  false 
stories.    It  is  being  overcome.    Recognition  of  tlios©  discrepancies 
became  so  evident  that  "The  Lincoln  Inquiry***  was  inaiigurated.  Proper 
and  thorough  investigaticaa  was  iriade  by  "OStie  Lincoln  Inquiry".  "The 
Lincoln  Inquiry**  was  si^ported  by  the  Southwestern  Indiana  Historical 
Society,  which  was  very  active  a  nur^iber  of  years  ago.    In  fact  it 
practically  ecnstltuted  tixe  "The  Lincoln  Inquiry*** 


SoBi^  of  th9  "pvmiLKmnt  mmiibem        gave  tim  and  energy"  to  Htm 
Investigation  of  tho  life  of  Lincoln  in  Indiana  a«  iMUted  on  mib* 
stantiated  facts  were  Jiiidg«  John  K«  Xglelwt«  Judge  Hoaooe  Kipor» 
Bess  V.  ihxmm,        FortRUke  md  nmasy^  <|tlpE*8.    Tte^  loade  a  i^lajrwlmd 
and  thorough  effoa:*t  and  I  Idiinac  a  Very  succoseful  effort  to  clear  up 
a  lot  of  false  iza^ressions*    'Bm^f  have  filled  a  substantial  gap  in 
title  history  of  Al^raham  Lincoln  in  XndlAhs.*    Whfit         found  and  uhat 
they  have  written  for  th6  following  generations  ia  reliable  and 
dependable. 

I  want  to  relate  a  racier  personal  stwy  that  is  directly  re- 
latod  to  this  speaker  and  his  wife. 

When  ve  were  first  married  Uncle  Wes  Hally  who  was  a  great  \ancle 
to  lay  wife,  ca»s©  to  visit  us  a  mesiber  of  tiBie«»    He  wotild  stay  for 
ttoee  or  four  days*    We  were  as  poor  as  Job's  turkey*    We  had  our 
minds  on  trying  to  get  a  little  ahead  in  thie  world  for  a  rainy  day* 
We  did  not  give  enou^  attention  to  UneXe  Was*   tincle  Wes  would  talk 
Lincoln  from  the  tiz^  he  came  until  he  would  leave*    "She  Halls  were 
nei^ibors  and  friends  of  tho  Lincolns*    1!ho  two  families  belonged  to 
tiie  Old  Pigeon  Baptist  Church*    !Sb#y  visited  in  each  others  hows* 

tTncle  Wes  was  considerably  younger  than  AbOf  but  he  was  very 
large  to  his  age  and  he  liked  Lincoln  snd  sought  to  be  with  him  quite 
a  lot*    "BiomB  Lincoln       his  son  Abe  W(^ked  for  3hadrick  HsU, 
tJncle  Wes's  father »  who  ran  a  tan  yard  tmmp  Ssnta  Glaus* 

One  day  tJncle  V/es's  fa^or  put  him  on  a  horse  witSx  a  sack  of 
shelled  corn  end  sent  him  over  to  n0ar  what  is  now  Gentryville  to 
mill,    !l!he  road  went  past  the  Lincoln  Home*    tJncle  Wes  had  to  wait 
his  turn  at  the  mill*   His  turn  did  not  come  until  late  that  day* 
Vlhen  he  started  h<»!ie  a  severe  snow  stom  broke  >  and  as  he  was  nearing 
the  Lincoln  Horn,  ^QaiKuas  Lincoln  went  out  BXid  stopped  hla  and  pre- 
vailed on  hln  to  stay  over  ni^t.    Thoaias  thou^t  it  too  llad  for  ' 
boy  of  his  age  to  risk  the  furry  of  the  storm  <m  ths  ta^l^  iitm&m 


Abe  oaott  out  of  the  house  baro^footod^  walking  on  th0  heoX  of 
on*  foot*    He  had  out  his  foot  with  an  ax.,  that  day*    ^omas  took  Uio 
bag  of  meal  from  tho  horsa  and  tha  boy  alighted*    Aba  took  the  bag 
of  ntal  into  the  house,  Wea  folloi/ing  hira*    ^Ehoroas  put  tho  horse  in 
tho  stable*    When  the  boys  took  ithe  meal  into  the  houso,  l^lrs*  Lincoln 
opened  the  aaok  and  took  socie  sieal  from  it  to  make  corn  broad  for 
supper*    \«lidther  that  vias  a  custon  or  %;^ether  they  had  no  meal  of 
their  ovm,  I  do  not  know*    Itrs*  Linoolix,  Abe  and  Mas  went  to  th© 
ssioks  house  to  get  soose  bacon*    It  was  dark*    Abo  oarriod  a  U^it* 
It  oonalstod  of  a  hollowed  out  turnip  with  grease  in  it  and  a  twistod 
vick*    They  got  tho  neat  and  before  long  they  had  sicpper*  consisting 
of  roast  potatoes,  oorn  broad  and  bacon*    After  supper  Alio  read  to 
We  8  frOTi  idle  life  of  Benjaiain  Franklin*    In  the  oourse  of  tim©  they 
cllabed  into  the  loft  via*  of  a  wooden  pegs  sot  in  J^e  log  wall  and 
went  to  bed*    !aiey  slept  together*    5!ho  nest  morning  Thoims  Lincoln 
put  Uncle  Wes  and  his  bag  of  meal  on  the  horse  and  startod  Mm  on 
his  way  honsward* 

V.Tiere  wo  made  the  inistako  in  tTnalo  Wes's  visits,  was  that  we 
did  not  write  those  stories  down  and  liavo  Uncle  Woo  sign  and  swear 
to  then*    His  mind  was  clear  as  a  bell,  aottve  and  alert*  'Iben 
they  would  have  been  authentic*    The  &mm  story  is  told  in  Lincoln 
and  his  Nei^bors",  and  in  one  of  J*  S»  Murr's  writings*    I  do  not 
renenbor  znany  of  his  stories* 

Beoause  Lincoln  did  not  attend  sohool  or  go  to  college  or  have 
the  advantages  of  boys  of  families  of  ciore  favorable  circusistancoe. 
It  was  made  to  appear  that  he  had  no  educatit^*    Lincoln  was  ono  of 
the  best  educated  and  hi^bdy  polished  men  along  his  line  of  his  day* 
Whare  did  he  get  it?    Right  hero  in  Indiana*  liowf 

First  of  all  Lincoln  was  endowed  with  a  superior  intellect* 
Ha  ted  a  wonderfully  fine  disx>osition*    He  seeniingly  inherited  sotie 
of  the  gentlenesa  and  loving  kindness  from  his  ntothor,  who  is  reported 


fts  having  be©n  v&ry  \wll  ecluoated  for  that  tim»    She  was  vivaeious^ 
beautifully  InduatrlcnuSf  eheerfuX^  ooo^atent.    She  waa  sklllod  In  the 
handlorafta«  spinning^  ir#aTlisg  and  all  of  the  household  arts  of  her 
day*    Sim  had  au  unusually  pleaiumt  dlnposltlon  and  teiiiperment*  He 
had  eloae  ooin|»anionahlp  with  her  for  nine  yoars*    She  taught  hl» 
leasonii  of  obedience «  honesty «  trut^ifulneBSt  ooj^anlonship,,  falt^  In 
her  and  falt^  In  God« 

She  Wlb  a  Christian  mother  wt^  uaa  the  very  soaX  of  eweetneaB^ 
love  and  affection;  a  m>ther  whoso  \indying  devotion  had  deeply  In- 
pressed  a  sy^athetli)  «hild*8  soul  %d.tlt  deepest  love*    Sueh  Isipross- 
ions  will  endure  Mu?ou^oat  his  life*    tSradltlon  has  It  tliat  that 
mother  r^allised  t^uat  sh©  iimst  dlo»    She  called  her  ehlldren  to  her 
bedside*    Sim  breathed  thi  most  loving  a^ioe  and  appralse;^nt  of 
the  future  to  those  ever  aff eeted  ehlldren.    She  told  thm  that  she 
vas  going  m  a  X<mB  Journey*    Ttm.t  eihe  woui^d  not  return*    She  Asked 
th€^  to  be  }d.nd  and  good  to  each  other  end  to  help  one  another^  to  be 
good  to  ihBir  father  and  to  their  friends  and  nel^borsj  to  always 
do  the  things  that  were  good;  to  do  the  things  that  would  i^ike  ttiea- 
selvea  and  others  happier  and  better  and  eventually  to  met  her  In 
Heaven* 

Such  real  0xpei^m&M  to  n  s^ul  |i#  reosftlve  t«  emotXom  were 
so  soul  Stirring  S33d  so  Ixopressive  that  ^he  open  mind  aM  s«m^  of  thst 
naturally  obedient  child  eould  never  forget  It  and  he  could  not  help 
being  permsjiently  Isipressed  by  such  ^t^iols^csie  and  iiiotherly  advice* 
Such  an  amazing  death  scene  I    Hlhlnk  of  children  listening  to  the 
angel  vole©  of  a  saintly  mother^  la»Qathlng  the  very  depth  of  her 
soul    of  love  and  affection  into  ^  lives  of  receptive  chJdreji* 
Though  they  were  yois^gt  t^elr  wounded  souls  responded  deeply  to  that 
motaierly  love  and  advice* 

!l^ou^  Lincoln  was  but  a  child  of  nine  the  escperlence  li^pressed 
Itself  so  Indelibly  on  his  delicate  soul  that  it,  no  doubt,  influencoi 
his  entire  life*    Ho  so  stated  In  his  later  life  when  he  said*  "All 


that  I  mxn  «nd  all  that  I  orer  hope  to  bo «  X  owe  to  i^sr  nothor"* 

Then  <uum  into  his  lire»  hla  step  Bioth0r»  a  sooond  mother »  iitiom 

h«  Icmd  dearly.    She  said  In  later  life  that  Abe  had  never  given 

her  any  trouble;    that  ho  uaa  the  boet  ho^f  BhM  ever  Imew*    fhero  uas 

a  vonderful  ooopanionahip  between  then*    She  aided  him  in  i^tever 

way  »he  could  in  hlii  educational  efforts. 

HhQ  poaflibilities  olL  succos£  were  in  Mm*    He  Iiad  to  develop 

thecu    He  did.    He  could  not  go  to  college*   H#  oould  not  tako  a 

eorrespondence  course.    He  could  not;  attend  ni^t  school*    H©  had  an 

insatiable  desire  for  knowledge.    He  reiilly  craved  knowledge  of  as^ 

and  all  kinds.    He  read  the  books  in  the  fanlly  library ^  oonsl^tiiiig 

of  thcBible«  Aesop* s  Fables  and  Pilgrir.i*s  Progress.    H©  borrowed 

such  books  as  he  oould,  which  were  niany  for  that  tii^to.    He  read  them 

by  the  din  fire  light  at  ni^t.    I  said  that  he  could  not  attend 

night  school.    I  v7t|a  wrong.    He  did  attend  ni^t  school*    It  wa^ 

instituted  and  taxtght  by  Abraham  Lincoln*    He  Imd-  long  mn&icm  of 

night  school  at  hozae  and  at  his  friends'  hoiiies*    E®  wms  a  siarvelou^ 

self  ins  tract  ing  student* 

^IJiink  of  the  nany  ni^ts  by  a  dim  light  he  would  read  and  ponder 

ovar  his  self  «*as8igned  leasons^  not  one  night  but  rsany^  mny  ni^l.t;^. 

Frequently  his  fattier  thought  tliat  ho  should  go  to  bed  eaar*lleri  but 

his  step  mother  would  intercede  for  him*    He  broadened  his  vision 

and  grew  intellectually  strc»ig« 

The  heists  of  great  men.  reached  lBind  lt<i^t# 
Were  not  attained  by  suddon  flight. 
But  they^  li^hile  their  cotopanions  slept^ 
Were  toiling  ixpwsard  in  tho  night 

Us  never  wasted  any  tine*    He  was  always  Isiproving  his  condition* 

At  Alford  (lrass*s  home  he  read  far»  far  into  tho  night*    When  tte 

tallow  dip  g«ve  out  he  wottld  lay  on  the  floor  in  front  of  the  fire 

axid  he  would  read  such  books  as  were  in  Ch:*a8s*8  librar3r«    ^6  lire 

assured  ttoAt  an^ng  them  was  Shakespeare*    G^^ass's  mother  ar^Liarked 


that  It  loak«d  lis  he  would  baice  hin  l»*aiii8«    Shd  woMerod^  if  ha 
oould  at&iid  W  iw«^k^^       Hfitact  #igr  aft«aEd&g  haTing  ZHiad  Ik>  late*  He 
ima  XBp  early  and  at  hlc  task  early  and  did  his  work  with  a  will* 
Graaa  waa  a  young  eollega  graduate »  and  it  Is  very  prolmble  that  ho 
had  quite  a  library  of  booka  Itet  he  had  iiaed  in  oollege.  Lincoln 
boarded  there  and  read  those  boeks  at  ni£^t*   lie  probably  3?ead  all 
of  thesi* 

Similar  oondll^ons  prevailed  at  Allen  Oentry*  s  hoaia  when  he 
was  staying  t^iere* 

C«  &•  Vanness  is  authority  for  the  statement  that  Linooln  read 
and  reread  at  the  home  of  I>avid  fisraaliaEa*  Slasbad  the  Sailer^  Scott*  s 
Lessons  in  Elocution  and  ttie  Bevised  Statutes  of  Indiana* 

Bemis  lanks  said  that  he  road  thd  Arabian  m^ts^  ttxe  Life  of 
Henry  Clay  end  Henry  ^lay^s  speeohes*    He  was  a  great  admirer  of 
He^wy  Olay* 

Jtidge  Klper  is  a^^iority  for  saying  that  Linooln  visited  the 
h&m  of  Lawyer  Jdtm.  A*  Breekenrldge  in  BoonvillSy  Indiana*  and  read 
his  books  and  studied  law*    1^  stiiE^  in  the  Breokenridge  yard  where 
Lincoln  read  quite  a  lot,  was  oalled  tdie  Lincoln  Sism^  by  the  Breok* 
enridge  faaily*    He  would  borrow  books  frm  Brockenridge  and  take 
l^em  home  and  study  them  in  his  night  school*    It  Is  also  said  that 
Lincoln  read  Shalcespeare  at  Brookenridgo*  s  hos^* 

Me  know  that  he  mist  have  read  smet^ng  on  astronoifiy*  Ann 
Robey  reported  that  Lincoln  told  her  before  he  made  ih&  flat  boat 
trip  from  Rockport,  that  the  sun  did  not  rise  in  ttxe  east  and  travel 
to  the  west  throu^  the  day»    It  just  seemed  as  if  it  did*  Instead 
tlie  earth  revolved  i^ound  the  am  every  twenty  four  hours*  Ko 
doubt   but  he  had  read  and  studied  about  thoae  things  in  Boma  of  his 
friends*  books* 

We  know  that  he  associated  iiiish  and  conversed  with  the  best 
minds  of  hie  coimminity  and  possibly  for  a  radius  of  laany  miles* 
We  know  the  hietory  of  ma^  of  tho  people  of  Spencer  and  ^imhcielk 


Counties  with  -iAiOBx^  no  doubts  he  oarie  In  contaot*    If  ho  did  not 
know  all  of  them  by  personal  oontact*  ho  }mew  thoisi  thrott^i  othor 
frlendfl#    Sooe  of  those  -non  \/ere  Jxidgd  Pitchex»j  Ratllff  Xk>on,  Imr^^r 
John  A,  areckenrldge,  Daniel  Grass,  Alford  Grass,  Josiah  Crawford, 
Andred  Cravf ord,  John  Proctor,  Judge  (3r«h«m,  ^Fud^^e  Ddflrnler,  ©loxms 
Britton,  John  Morgan  and  John  Groathouse,    All  of  these  men  were 
highly  eduoated*     lost  of  thco*.!  were  college  graduates^  ^Gm  from. 
Harvard.    Some  of  thoi^  were  spooial  tjf  Ahrahara  Linooln 

frai  i/hora  he  boi»rowed  books  and  f roia  whom  he  gathered  worlds  of 
valuable  tnf  owaation  and  untold  inspiration.    With  such  imn  im  dls* 
cussed  probleiiifl  of  public  Intorest.    Ho  got  tho  yit  ■  'Vi'U  Uf  difforont  . 
people  on  tho  questions  of  tlo©  day.    He  hoard  discussions  of  all 
sides  of  various  questions  and  issues.    He  bocame  well  informd  on 
all  aatters  of  public  Interest.    I  would  not  be  surprised^  .^^  s^ii^^ 
facts  vere  known,  "Uiat  soeae  of  those  men  did  not  desire  oonveraation 
with  Lincoln.    Sone  of  those  friends  had  a  special  interest  in  I*ln*» 
coin  and  gave  hlra  wholoeoi;io  aclv^co  on  Liany  imttera. 

Desidea  the  above  list  of  cien,  he  kne%f  the  Halls,  the  I^jmrsi 
the  Grigsbys,  the  Tur^dirjTS,  tdae  I^'lleiiisl  the  Broonors,  the  Barlasrs^ 
the  Gentrys,  the  Iluf f irians ,  the  llajsmoxida,  tho  Jones'  and  mxxg-  othcsr© 
that  we  do  not  Imow* 

He  had  access  to  a  few  nowspspers  that  erne  into  Jones*  store, 
which  was  also  the  post  offioe.    Ke  read  then  and  ro*>read  them* 
Those  papers  caiTied  articles  of  all  tho  issues  and  probleriis  th©.t 
ccajfronted  the  public.    lie  rriany  tii^ies  would  read  the  articles  to  those 
who  were  at  the  store  when  the  papers  oanio.    Ho  wovild  coraoient  on  the 
questions  at  issue.    Ho  doubt >  when  he  was  in  the  hosoes  of  other 
people  who  were  aVlo  to  subscribe  for  papem,  he  had  access  to  tiiea. 
?hroa£^  than  he  gained  rmch  valiuiblo  Inf  orimtioa. 


Where  did  he  get  his  polish?   He  got  it  froa  his  isiothert 
stop-mot^rj  from  Aiidrew  0raMfoi»drs  solwol,  xAiove  he  tati^t  manners 
as  well  as  the  3  R«bs  in  viulting  the  rine  refined  fanilles  that  he 
WAfl  privileged  to  visit*    He  absorbed  that  polish  by  coiitact  and 
asaoeiation* 

He  never  8woro»    Ho  never  used  tobacco  in  any  form*    Ho  did 
not  drink  intoscioating  liqaora*    He  \mu  alm^ro  polite,  taanz^rly  and 
veil  behaved*   He  used  good  language*    He  praetioed       use  of  suoh 
langUftge  as  he  read*   He  ms  oonfortable  in  tkm  presenoe  of  his 
friends*    He  was  plain  spotcent  buit  Xogioal.  and  to  the  point*  In 
his  future  years  he  ms  not  handicapped  by  having  to  overcorao  a  lot 
of  bad  habits,   H@  did  not  have  to  ie«Lm  new  mnnerism  and  new 
diotion* 

Ho  phase  of  I*iiiooltt«s  offi^^al  lifa,  no  prinoi|!^le  <^t  1^  md«- 
vooated,  no  official  acts  of  his  future  adainistratlop  but  t^t  were 
fotmded  on  his  life,  his  learning,  his  easperlsAeol  in  Iftd^ 
Tou  ean  point  to  any  one  of  his  acts  «id  ym  ean  trace  its  funda- 
s^tal  facts  to  his  Indiana  life* 

laiero  is  one  sad  f act  541  piaagr  of  tteie  stories  of  the  life  and 
history  of  Abraham  l»inooln*   Th0  fact  is  toat  too  few  pec^le  know 
and  realise  Itot  Al^aham  t^incoln  ev«r  litr  ed  in  Indiana*    Kot  enough 
people  know  t^t  for      yearu  <^  tiiat  part  of  his  Xlf«  "w^ien  the 
fmidamantal  eleffiaentat  t^t  entered  int^o  th©  life  of  the  boy,  were 
spent  in.  Indiana,  rig^t  in  tMs  tincoln  County* 

He  lived  in  this  historic  Limoln  County  for  lij.  long  years, 
one  fourth  of  hAs  entire  life*   He  lived  close  to  nature,  close  to 
<3od*s  creatures  and  to  Ood^s  creations*   He  lived  dld^d  to  the 
hearts,  tos  stouJs,  tho  lives,  the  hardships,  the  joys,  sorrows 
of  -^ose  sturdy  pioafi^ers  whose  very  lives  haoom  a  part  of  his  life* 

It       during  to>ss  llj.  years  ^ait  til^  pai'inoii^   of  maciaLood 
were  forcied.    It  was  in  Indiana  aifaong  those  hardy,  honest,  liberty 
loving  pioxjiMsrs  that  t>ineoln  loam^  tlw  lossons  that  Eioulded  his 


character  that  sMidc  hln  fit  for  the  mighty  laai^ood  and  statehood 
rcBponsiblllties  that  he  uas  ao  unaspcptcdly  approaching*    Hero  in 
Soutiiom  Indiana  he  learned  in  the  ochool  of  ^asporioncc  and  by  assoa- 
iating  with  TMn  ^oae  very  word  was  th©  eternal  truth,  and  i^o  mt 
hardahips  without  flinching,    it  vms  in  Indiana  where  bm  booa^a^  thox*- 
oughly  faraillar  witli  Ck>d«£s  Holy  Writ* 

He  read*    Ho  learned*    He  labored.    He  practiced.    He  broadened 
that  mind,  that  soul,  that  heart,  that  made  Ilia  grow  into  that  fi^er- 
hisaan  leader,  tha  great  guide,  the  great  presidmit  that  he  was.  It 
was  at  the  concluaion  of  those  llj.  years  that  he  reached  his  mjority. 
It  was  during  those  Hi-   years  that  ho  visited  Court  at  Hoclsport  and 
Boonville  and  became  inspired  to  becc^w©  la^e  great  3JSPMyer         he  did. 
It  was  during  those  II4.  years  that  he  made  the  f aifsous  flat  boat  trip 
to  How  Orleans  and  visited  the  slave  tiarket  that  had  such  a  profound 
influence  on  his  future  attitude  toward  th©  slave  <|ues%ion«  ISi© 
Emancipation  Proolai3»tlon,  was  probably,  unconsciously  determined. 
It  was  here  he  split  rails,  felled  trees,  built  houses*    It  was  hore 
he  had  the  most  of  his  public  schooling,  less  than  a  year  in  all. 
It  was  here  that  his  sainted  mother  wns  laid  to  rest.  It  mn  here 
that  he  came  Tinder  the  influence  of  his  wonderful  stop-«^oth0r,  it 
was  here  that  his  only  sister  died  and  was  laid  to  rest  In  th© 
•enstory  of  the  Old  Pigeon  Baptist  Church.    It  vms  here  h©  was  fitted 
for  the  great  work  that  was  in  store  for  hla.    It  was  h^VQ  that  tlie 
foundation  was  laid  of  a  son  of  destiny,  a  marvel  of  all  ages,  an 
intellectual  giant,  a  super-statosiiion,  a  soul  unspotted,  a  son  with 
all  the  hisaan  eloiacnts  so  nixed  and  so  blended  and  so  balanced  that 
the  world  has  recognised  him  as  its  foremost  apostle  of  fairness, 
justice  and  civic  righteousness, 

Lincoln  loved  the  Constitution  of  the  U.S.    He  regarded  thxs 
constitution  as  a  bindlns  obligation  between  the  states.    He  Imd  deep 
convictions  on  tixe  ccnstitution,  and  he  believed  that  it  laeant  what 
it  said. 


Vfhen  he  was  bmroiriiig  hoeik»  mad.  ftttsii44|^  hiM  oS^%  tdiool  la^  rtii 
and  ro-^^ead  tbe  I>eolarailo2i  of  Xt^depmdenott*    Wo  are  told  that  he 
jimerli&ed  it*   He  pztLOtioaXly  memorieed  tho  Constltaticm  of  tM 
He  fiualllarl2«>d  hlidti^llf  \rlth  Uim  Or^ltwitnye  Itf  jL7S7>  govtnd^^^  l^ 
northwest  T0x>rltozy*   Be  r«ad  an^re^read  tho  ftoiutit^atlofi  ttt  Indiam* 
He  lived  in  thid  hmi  of  Daniel  QmB»  vtuo  vm  a  cianaMs*  of  ttie  Gen^ 
stittttlonal  Connretitloui  apid  h<»  diatsGiiRiad  i%  li^ttl  hiM* 

He  lo^d  ihQ  old  flitg»  not  because  it  va»  &  ootton  or  silk  rag 
with  red  ai3d  iiMte  stripes  asad  i«hite  stu^s  in  a  blxie  field*   U&  loved 
it  f or  t$iat  f or  i^ioh  it  stood*   He  re^u*ded  it  as  ezaibicffiiatioal  of  all 
t^t  made  American  eitis^eiuMp  worth  i^le« 

We  are  all  Africans.   Amrieaxis  a31t    It  is  fine  to  be  an 
Ameriean*    It  is  fine  to  live  in  the  traditions  of  Abraham  X>inefidLn* 
It  la  fine  to  live  M       Idnooln  Count3?7«    It  is  fine  to  live  vaai^ 
the  protecting  folds  of  OM  Olory*    Old  Glory,  Long  may  you  mre 
0»er  the  land  of  the  free  and  tlio  hoia©  of  the  breavest  of  the  brive* 
Hity  jrour  e^lez^tieal  ss^bol  ijB^^ress  itself  so  indelibly  upon  the  mind 
and  soul  of  #re3?y  Amerioen  eitizen  that  he  or  she  ^aill  fiilly  realise 
your  signifieanoe*   Hay  y<jrti  not  enly  nave  over  t^  l^u^  of  this 
Qovemsient  as  suehf  but  over  the  heart  and  house  of  eves^  individual 
that  x»ak»s  Jiip  thlB  grent  Comonvealth.    Old  Cllox*yl    One  Goitntry  | 
One  Flagt  Fi»«#idc»^   PVetdom  Tor  mch  and  every  individual*  Old 
01&xy$        ymi  olwwys  stsnd  for  t^e  freedom  ^lat  uas  handed  down  by 
our  founding  fellers »  t^bat  freedom  that  oost  barrels  and  barrels  of 
blood  and  ^^toosands  and  thousands  of  lives  to  mmx^  and  usu^  lapre 
to  maintain* 

Old  Olory,  some  want  to  pull  you  doling  and  substitute  for  you* 
a  conglomeration  of  idiooies*  a  mixture  of  the  oolors  of  Haile 
Selassie*  the  Hamer  and  ^iokle*  the  Swastika*  fshe  ^^leei  of  China* 
Indian  Cseehoslovokia*  Jpd  a  thousand  otila^ers^  if^oh  shall  neyer 
ecmtaminate  your  honoaiiiii^^Qtal^  Xou  are  all  that  is  left  in  this 

old  world  that  stands  fta?  genuine  freedom*  where  laen  can  live  and 
broatiio  the  free  ai*  oeC  humanity*  iiett  hive  the  H.aht  to  think 


fs^oely  and  to  oitpross  thdso  thou^ts  to  othors  aM  vho  <mn  ftct  to  put 
those  thou^tfl  into  eii^resfiioas  and.  muilT^stations  or  mterial  tlxlngi^ 
that  go  to  inoreaae  the  ooosTortfi  Of  llTe  and  tho  atandarda  of  XiTlng* 
HO,  Ifoi  HoTdr  do  wo  \mnt  those  eacred  folds  dragged  In  tlio  sllxm  and 
filth  of  uniTeraal  oonfuaion,  strife »  and  political  debauchery •  llot 
in  a  thousand  years  can  any  £p?oup  or  ai^  people  displace  you  vjith 
fiosao thins  better.    May  those  stars  shine  brighter  and  continue  to  load 
the  world  into  a  better  way  of  thinking  and  into  a  bettojr*  way  of  llf  o* 
WKre  on  old  flag,  over  this  old  Ship  of  State.  And 

Thou  to  sail  on  0  S|d.p  of  State! 
G&il  on,  0  Ifnioh*  Strong  and  g^^eatl 
Qisaanity  wi^  all  its  fears 
With  all  thd  hopes  of  |*ature  years  ^ 
Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fatet 

When  did  hasianity  ever  hang  swe  broathlessly  on  thy  fato  timn  now? 

malice  toward  none*  with  charity  for  all,  wife  firmess  in 
the  right,  as  God  gives  \ia  to  see  the  rights  let  us  strive  to  finish 
the  work  we  are  in  -  •  to  do  aH  whldi  my  aehiev®  and  cherish  a  Ju^st 
and  lastixig  peace  aaiong  ourselves,  and  with  all  naticms  of  this 
confused  and  war-torn  old  world,  that  that  nation  of  the  people,  by 
the  people,  for  the  people  shall  not  perish  frosi  t^ie  earth.    Hay  we 
as  American  Citizens  prove  faithful  to  the  principals  for  whioh  it  ha® 
always  stood. 

Wave  on  Old  Gloryt    Wavo  on,  as  Abraham  Lincoln  would  have  you 

wxve. 


